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Chapter not contemplate with, any satisfaction the possibility
__1    of finding the issue of immigration and treatment of
immigrants made an international question as between
them and India, also a member of the League. It is
true that immigration has so far been held to be a
matter of domestic jurisdiction in which the League or
the Court is unable to interfere, but it is also clear that
international law is not static, and that there is no
certainty that the classification of immigration in this
manner will permanently endure.1 Not less important *
is the issue of inter-imperial preferences such as those
agreed on at Ottawa, for, if relations between the
Dominions and the United Kingdom were international,
foreign states could demand the advantage of them
under most favoured nation clauses in treaties.
(6) The same determination of the parts of the
Commonwealth to secure elimination of foreign inter-
vention in any shape is seen in the decision of the
Conference of 1930 as to inter-imperial arbitration. It
is a signal fact that, while compulsory arbitration of
disputes with foreign states had been undertaken by
the whole Empire in 1929, it proved impossible to
secure agreement to any compulsion or even to the
establishment of a permanent body to deal with such
disputes, though it was obvious that the existence of
such a body was almost essential, if disputes were to
be dealt with judicially. In lieu, arbitration ad hoc of a
voluntary character was decided upon, and all that
could be done was to make suggestions for the com-
petence and composition of the Court to arbitrate. It
was agreed that only differences between Governments
*
1 Wheaton, International Law (ed. Keith), i. 574.
2 See below. Chapter XXI.